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59 FLEET STREET, LONDON, 
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The Chief Secretary authorises correction 
of the statement published in some papers 
to-day that Colonel J. R. Maclean is to 
be in charge of the voluntary recruiting 
scheme announced in the recent Proclama- 
tion of the Lord Lieutenant of. Ireland. 
The scheme will be entirely in civilian 
hands and under civilian control. Colonel 
Maclean will represent the War Office in 
Ireland. In other words (as Mr. Shortt 
told me in a brief conversation on the sub- 
ject) the endeavour to persuade men in 
Ireland to join the Army and thus take 
their share in the fight for liberty and 
civilisation will be conducted wholly by 
civilians. Only when the recruit has con- 
sented to join will he come under the juris- 
diction of Colonel Maclean, who will accept 
him m behalf of the War Office 
authorities. 

Everyone is talking of the Billing trial, 
and there is a consensus of opinion that 
the best comment on the case is that of 
The Times. The article, by its dignity 
and restraint, is worthy of the famous 
traditions of Printinghouse square, and 
interprets the ve: rdict-—which at first sight 
seemed almost inexplicable—in a manner 
which makes it intelligible, and even 
praiseworthy. Most of the evening papers 
reproduce She Times's comments, and take 
the same line in their own remarks onge 
case. 

There was an echo of the proceedings in 
the House of Commons thjs afternoon, 
when Mr. King asked a question about the 
official record of Captain Spencer, one of 
the principal witnesses. Lord Robert 
Cecil said that Captain Spencer was not 
entrusted with a mission in Albania in 
1915, but two years later he 
to the British Adriatic mission, 
ried out his duties to the 
his immediate superior. He was not 
in the employment, of Foreign Ofhce 
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U BOAT WARFARE 


ATTACKS ON AMERICAN 
SHIPPING. 


MANY VESSELS SUNK, 


SOUTH AFRICAN LINER 
DAMAGED. 


SEVERAL LIVES LOST. 
One of the South African mail steamers, the 
Kenilworth Castle, homeward bound, with mails 
and three hundred paseengers, hae reached port 
in a damaged condition, the result of explo- 
It is impossible at 
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SPECIAL EXTRA. | ROLL OF HONOUR 


THE GOVERNMENT AND 
HOME RULE. 


The Political Correspondent of the Morning 
Post writes'—When Ministers are in a 
quandary over the many political questions they 
have so recklessly raised since Mr. Lloyd George 
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Last night's casualty lis 
—Officers— 


ALL GERMAN ATTEMPTS 
FAIL. 


The enemy did not attempt to continue the 

ofiemsive on a large scale yesterday. Their 

activities were confined to local attacks, 
none of which was successful. 

French Official states two attacks on 
the northern outskirts of Bois de Carle 
port were repulsed by machine gun fire, 
and that other attempts in the redcion ol 
Autreches, to the east of Domieres, and 
towards Corcy, also tailed. 

As the result of an attack, supported by 
tanks, to the north of Corcy the French 
lines were impreved, 

The enemy suffered heavy losses in attempts 
te advance at Chezy, south of the Ourcg, 
and failed to gain ground, | another 
Douglas Haig reperts that a raid by the | of the 
enemy on the British lines south-west of | na three schooners, Edward H. Cole, Hate 
Moriancourt was eficctively dealt with, | “nn and Samuel W. Hathaway, and two OF | Lug turning in for the night 


sions following a collision. 

thie stage to estimate how many of the pas 

sengers and crew have lost their lives, but 4 
DESPATCH OF TROOPS. number are missing, and, in addition, there are 

A German U-Boat campaign has been those known to have been drowned by the 
initiated against American shipping. A | capsizing of a lifeboat and those killed by ban 
se of vessels have been attacked and ~ Be “on bg ry a sail i sey 
sunk. 


Among thesé were the Hon. H. Burton, Minister 
One report mentions that eighteen vessels | of Railways, on his way to yY N3 to attend 
have been les. It is believed that y 


the Imperial War Conference; áir. H. - pras 

. ; 1: Mr. L. Wo ; a {.L.A., I thirLy- 

several U-Boats are operating in Amerí: C.M.G.; Mr. L. Woodhead, ó aim 
can waters, 


six nurses. 
The object of this campaign is obviously to 


The mishap occurred shortly after midnight, 
according to the ship s time, when the Kenil- 
interfere with the despatch of American 
troops to France. 


took command, they put out “ feelers ” im 
favourable newspapers. Having got themselves 
into a horrible meas over Home Rule, they are 
getting their friends in the Press to suggest a 
new edition of the Speaker's Conference— this 
time a Committee of both Home a 
into a federal system for Nang seer Si “ic co. wat Be J 
It is not unlikely that the Opposition eade (ON, Second Lacut. 

would acquiesce in something of the sort. Both pI gag gg 7 > 

parties are now tarred with the Home Rule NO 
brush. and both have come to gee that the 
marks are, from the point of view of the British 
elector, very disfiguring. A Committee or Con- 
ference would be as good a way as any other 
of applying temporary whitewash, cause 
clearly Irish Home Rule would have to wait till 
such a body had considered the alternatives of 
starting with an Irish scheme, or dealing with 
all four sections of the United Kingdom at 
once. The Nationalists uld furiously rage, 
but the average English is disgusted with 
the Irish question, and only wants to see the 
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condition. Is n of their Champagne ba s-Í prisoners and three machine guns re om es nave © i It was a lovely night, he said, a i ald nor to any young person who attained the ag“ | make a Ministerial statement m the Commons CHARLTON, Lt. T. F 
ini o lar ‘ ‘ tT. “& Gasta , ) 'nere ‘Out ‘ a —— : . a i he > . . : c h m~LEY, a. e 
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